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The ASSISTments platform is a free web-based
system that allows teachers to write individual Flo Edt Vew Faortes Tods Heb R
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associated hints, solutions, web-based videos, ke [ g pportairden. v e
etc.). The word “ASSISTment” blends tutoring ﬁ1 24
“assistance” (see image on right) with
“assessment” reporting to teachers (see image ‘_B I E
below). It supports all subjects (i.e., Math, English Q Q
etc.) and due to federal grants, has a huge £ e = :
repository of math content. In math, this gives Triangles ABC and DEF are congruent —1 Theoriginal question
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assessment because the teacher gets an instant
report on student learning. It supports districts o «— The 1% scaffolding question
using common assessments, homework, and daily e
classwork.
Teachers face a dilemma. They are being
asked to assess students more often, but every Whatis the perimeter of triangle ABC?
minute of class time spent on assessment is a lost f"*s The 2M scaffolding question
minute of instruction time. ASSISTments solves % =
this dilemma by letting students get individual otisus
{= Assistment » Teacher = Reports E|E|Pz| -
A Mo, You might be thinking that the area 15 1/2 base times height, but you are looking for the
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Components | Diagram | Diagram | Diagram percent A screen showing a student getting ““tutoring™ to help
CommonWiong | B the student figure out how to solve a question.
f?.'lsl’i’.’?fr"i.‘fétfél's.‘f ]4:10: o7 (12%) feedback while they are assessed and still preserving a
record for the teacher of who could get a problem
Student 1* 1;_(5 4;; :’; >n‘ correct with no assistance. In addition, teachers can
use it for differentiating instruction by assigning special
e X v W v problem_sets that allow students to get the practice they
- 126 7 43 243 need until the reach mastery.
q * v v v % There is a large research base _(20 peer reviewed
Student 3 130 . 3 657 papers) behind ASSISTments. Since 2003-04 the
number of students using ASSISTments has been
Student 4 * X v v X doubling each year. In 2009-10, there were 7,500
) 612 & 8 00 o) | students using and 100 teachers in 35 school districts in
< > MA and ME. Districts interested in training and
B support using ASSISTments, should contact Professor
An Item Report showing who got which question Neil Heffernan.
(i.e., columns) correct, as well as what the common
Wrong answers were.




